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Rotating Credit Associations of the Japanese in Argentina: Economic Adaptation by Generalized Exchange.

Abstract

One type of mutual aid association created by immigrants is the rotating credit association. A rotating credit
association is a generalized exchange of resources, and multiple types of these associations have been reported around
the world. In this study, we followed the history of the Japanese in Argentina, among whom rotating credit
associations have been very active. In addition, we compared five cases for which field information was collected.
Based on these results, we found that face-to-face relationships between members are a prerequisite for organizing
rotating credit associations, and we examine how these relationships are developed. Furthermore, we explore various
effects that rotating credit associations have achieved, depending on historical changes in the Japanese community.
Finally, we propose directions for future study.
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